
H
o

u
si

n
g

 a
n

d
 N

e
ig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
  

D
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t 

C
I

T
Y

 O
F

 B
L

O
O

M
I

N
G

T
O

N
 

Volume 5, Issue 4 

Fall 2004 

                                                                        

 
The City of  Bloomington Housing and Neighborhood 
Development Department (HAND) announces a new 
system to help neighborhoods with litter. 
 

“Pick it up!” is a litter campaign where HAND fur-
nishes special blue bags (they are free!) to neighbor-
hoods and individuals to pick up litter.  The sanitation 
crews will pick up the bags with 
your regular trash - no stickers  
required!   
 

This programs makes it very 
easy and simple to get rid of  lit-
ter.  You can pick up litter on 
your own and leave it with your 
trash on your pick up day or you 
can organize your neighbors, civic groups, or youth or-
ganizations.  If  everyone chips in—we can help keep 
Bloomington clean and sparkling! 
 

It is as easy as 1- 2 - 3! 
1) Free bags can be obtained at the HAND Office, City 
Hall at Showers Building, 401 N Morton, Suite 130, be-
tween 8 to 5, Monday—Friday. 
2) Pick up litter on the streets of  your neighborhood 
using your “Pick it up!” bags. 
3) Leave the “Pick it up!” bag(s) out on your regular 
trash pick up day. Requires no sticker. 
 

For more information contact Vickie 349-3505 or 
provinev@bloomington.in.gov 

 

Help Keep Bloomington Clean! 
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 Prospective National Register Houses Featured on 
House Tour 
 
 With the completion and approval of two new local nominations, 
the City of Bloomington should place Vinegar Hill neighborhood 
and historic Millen (Raintree) House on the National Register of 
Historic Places early next year.  The Bloomington Historic Preser-
vation Commission passed both nominations unanimously and 
Mayor Kruzan has forwarded his favorable recommendation to the 
State Historic Preservation officer.  
 
 Because of its vast inventory of unique limestone houses, Vinegar Hill has long been recognized as the most significant local 
residential area not now listed on the National Register. A grant from the Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Ar-
chaeology provided funding to hire Joanne Stuttgen to do the research.  She as well as, folklorist Katherine Roberts and histo-
rian John Dichtl will be on hand to provide commentary at a tour held on October 9th. , hosted by Bloomington Restorations, 
Inc. The tour will permit citizens to view some of these houses for the first time. 
 
 Two houses within the district, built by the Donato brothers, Crescenzo and Harry will be open on the tour.   “Chris” Donato 
built several homes as investment properties within the neighborhood.  Three are the only examples of Art Deco style resi-
dences in the city and reflect the flexibility of limestone as decorative material. Donato’s own home at 1107 E. 1st  has elabo-
rately carved griffins and foliage, shockingly different from the linear abstract designs on his rental houses.  Harry Donato, 
the artist of the two brothers, is credited with work on the Chicago Tribune Tower and the Chicago Museum of Art.  His own 

home at 1116 E. 1st  is built of dressed stone in a Spanish Colonial style with remarkably little orna-
mentation.  
 
 Joanne Stuttgen will give a lecture on the Vinegar Hill District outside Mazullo House, on the corner 
of Woodlawn and 1st streets.  This wonderful property retains several irreplaceable artifacts including 
two figurative birdbaths, paths and a limestone bench, This yard is similar to other limestone environ-
ments in backyards around the neighborhood. The property has many whimsical flourishes including a 
relief portrait of a medieval carver and a gargoyle porch drain. 
 

 At Millen House guest lecturers include those responsible for creating the national register nomination. The Millen House 
has been owned by the University since 1970.  Because it is obscured by later ranch houses and trees, very few are familiar 
with this important property.  The Millens were representative of one branch of a group of  
Scotch Irish Presbyterians who settled the area after leaving South Carolina.  Many of their 
handsome brick residences still decorate the city. 
 
 Bloomington Restorations is a not-for-profit organization that has served Monroe County for 
nearly 30 years. The October tour, called “Architecture, Industry and Education: A Day in Elm 
Heights,” will last from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Discounted advance tickets for the Saturday 
October 9th tour are available at the following locations: Howard’s Bookstore, 111 W. Kirk-
wood Avenue; Sunrise Box Office, 114 E. Kirkwood Avenue; Bloomington Restorations, Inc., 
103 E. Fifteenth Street, (812) 336-0909.  Day of tour tickets will be $10 and $5 and can be pur-
chased at Harmony School.  A rare opportunity to see the Vonderschmitt-Musa-Baxter/Buskirk-
Chumley House, 501 North Hawthorne Drive, one of Bloomington’s finest homes, will be a part of the day. 

Historic Tour  
Elm Heights  

Neighborhood 
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Housing and Neighborhood Development 
Neighborhood Services 349-3505 or  

provinev@bloomington.in.gov 
Applications online www.bloomington.in.gov/hand 

Neighborhood Improvement Grants 
Funds provide for nontraditional capital projects with community wide benefit 
Overview and Distribution of Applications: Wed., May 4, 6:00 pm, McCloskey  
                                                                        Tues., Sept. 6, 6:00 pm, McCloskey 
Letter of Intent—Friday, September, 23 by 4:00 pm 
Technical Assistance:  Tuesday, Oct. 4, 6:00 pm McCloskey 
                                      Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2:00 pm McCloskey 
Applications Due—Thursday, November 10, 4:00 pm 
Public Hearing—Tuesday, December 6, 6:00 pm McCloskey 

Neighborhood Cleanup Grants 
One-day event where residents cleanup their neighborhood with City assistance 
 

Applications Due– Friday, March 18 by 4:00 pm 

Blooming Neighborhood Celebration & Awards 
Recognizes Bloomington Neighborhoods for their efforts and rewards the  
accomplishments of organized neighborhood groups 
Applications Due -Friday, April 29th 
Awards & Celebration, Saturday, June 4th, 10 to noon, Farmers Market 

Citizens’ Academy  Nine week program that provides participants with  
interactive learning experience 
Every Thursday, August 25 through Oct 20, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
Registration Deadline - Monday, August 1 

“Pick it Up”  HAND furnishes free “Pick it Up” bags to individuals or neighborhoods 
to pick up neighborhood trash - no special pick up plans—put the bags out with your 
regular trash with no stickers!  On-going program through out the year! 

Small & Simple Grants 
Provides neighborhoods with the opportunity to initiate projects that require 
$1,000 or less— applications always available. 
Application Due Dates 
Monday, February 28 
Monday, April 25 
Monday, June 20 



Housing and Neighborhood Development 
P.O. Box 100 

Bloomington, IN 47402 

CITY  OF BLOOMINGTON 

Phone: 812-349-3505 
Fax: 812-349-3582 

Email: hand@bloomington.in.gov 

 
Additional copies are available by 

calling HAND at 349-3420 

 
 
 The City of Bloomington HAND Department, in conjunction with the South Central CAP, Bloomington 
Hospital and the Monroe County Lead Coalition received a grant from the Indiana Health Department to con-
duct a lead-based paint study for housing in Monroe County.  This study will be at no cost to the participants.  
If your household meets the following criteria, you may be eligible to participate: 

 
1. Dwelling constructed before 1978, and/or 
2. Household includes children age 10 or under, and/or 
3. Household includes a pregnant female. 

 
 The study will include lead-based paint inspections/assessments; blood testing for children, and information 
on how to protect yourself and your family from lead poisoning.  The study will be conducted over 12 
months and will include an inspection/assessment, training sessions to minimize your risk, and scheduled fol-
low-up appointments. 
 
 Children who receive screening tests will receive small gifts for their participation.  Certain households who 
are selected for a more intensive study may be eligible to receive a $125 gas card from a local gas station.  If 
you meet the guidelines and would be interested in the LEAD study, please call Bruce Jennings at 349-3401 

     HELP  - Get the lead out ! 
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